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Greetings everyone. We had
a wonderful, busy summer as al-
ways. Our museum was open
Tuesday-Saturday, while our Light-
house was open for tours seven
days per week from 11:00 a.m. to
3:00 p.m. We closed our season
on October 15, 2022. Our success
was dependent on an army of vol-
unteers, as always, and we take this
opportunity to formally thank the
following magnanimous people:

Anderson, Marilyn
Ball, Patty
Basile, Sue
Berman, Sally
Bishop, David
Brownell, Bob
Brownell, Mary
Burke, Laura
Chabot, Bill
Chastan, Don
Coonrod, Caleb
Davidson, Kevin
Dembraski, Alex
Domitrovich, Tom
Doyle, John
Doyle, Larry
Eckloff, Jean
Guilbault Brothers
Heitjan, Dawna
Helsel, Don

James, Victoria
Johanson, Bruce
Johnston, Mary
Juntunen, Dean
Kallunki, Deb
KNHP Youth Work Crew
Koski, Jerry
Koski, Linda
Kyllonen, Violet
Langlois, Ken
Lindberg, Howard
Maass, Carol
Maass, Steve
Malila, Fern
Miller, Nathan
Morgan, Matt
Ojaniemi, Kristin
Pattison, Judy
Reid, David
Reid, Nelda
Turin, Al
Vercillo, John
Vercillo, Sylvia
Webber, Lynette
Workman, Marie
Workman, Ralph

SHERYL-DENNIS HAS
A NEW HOME

The Sheryl-Dennis is a fish tug
built in 1946 by Marinette Marine
for the Ostling fishing family of
Ontonagon. Named after cousins
Sheryl and Dennis, their parental
brothers Al and Don Ostling used
the boat to commercially fish out
of Ontonagon Harbor until 1953,
when she was sold.

She had many owners over the
next 60 years on both Lake Superi-
or and Lake Michigan. In 2012,
Vern Seymour purchased it and
brought it back to Lake Superior,
fishing from Munising, MI.

Then In 2013 Sheryl (Ostling)
Krause and her husband David
bought it from Seymour and do-
nated it to the Ontonagon County
Historical Society. The boat was in
Houghton at the time, and Norm
Radtke (of the Radtke fishing fami-
ly in Ontonagon) sailed it from

Our fish tug, Sheryl-Dennis, moved to her new home on our Lighthouse Grounds.

Here you see a 35-foot boat on a 30-foot trailer.



there to the Ontonagon Harbor on
her final Lake Superior journey.
The Sheryl-Dennis was to be
displayed near its original dock
location on The Island, but
complications arose.

After sitting on the Marina
parking lot for 9 years, OCHS vol-
unteers mostly watched as Marina
operator Matt Morgan used the
Travel Lift to load the Sheryl-
Dennis onto a 30’ trailer from Pat’s
Heavy Equipment of Greenland,
under the direction of driver Al
Turin. Turin slowly drove through
the maze of parking lots to the
Lighthouse gate where he master-
fully slipped through with just
inches to spare. After some dis-
cussion, two end loaders were used
to lower the vessel onto to its
wooden cradle at the lighthouse.
The synchronized end loader oper-
ation was perfectly executed, and
you could hear a sigh of relief and
admiration from OCHS volunteers
when this was completed.

Our deepest thanks go to
marina staff Matt Morgan and
Caleb Coonrod, Pat’s Heavy
Equipment operator Al Turin, and
our two anonymous end loader
operators. We could not have
moved the Sheryl-Dennis without
their superlative efforts.

Planning is underway to protect
the Sheryl-Dennis while telling the
stories of Don and Al Ostling and
all the fishing families of Ontona-
gon County at the site. The On-
tonagon County Historical
Museum also has a gasoline-
powered ice saw retrieved from the
Wilson Fish house in 2020 that has
been rehabilitated and is the center
of a Commercial Fishing exhibit.
If you have photos or stories about
the fishermen and their families,
OCHS would appreciate making
digital copies to share in the
exhibits.

LIGHTHOUSE NEWS

Our lighthouse is in winter stor-
age mode, but it saw an excellent
summer, with visitors coming
steadily every day of the week.
Typically, both the museum and
lighthouse have 25-30 visitors per
day, except in August when it’s 40-
50 people per day.

At the lighthouse this year we
saw 3,708 visitors; and, on
Maxwell Street Day we set a daily
record with 93 visitors. The Stripe

family was holding a reunion that
weekend, and they provided about
40 of the record 93 visitors.
Thomas Stripe had been On-
tonagon’s lightkeeper when the
1866 brick lighthouse went into
service. This is the brick light-
house that still stands today. The
original wooden lighthouse from
1853 was removed, as the Light-
house Service had determined that
wooden lighthouses were not a
good idea.

If you are interested in being a
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Synchronized end loaders expertly lowered the Sheryl-Dennis to her final res�ng 

place on our Lighthouse grounds, where she will help tell the story of commercial

fishing in Ontonagon.  

Sheryl-Dennis at the dock in her early days.



lighthouse philanthropist, we still
have sponsorships available. Sheri
Corgan, who married a descendant
of Ontonagon Lightkeeper James
Corgan, recently sponsored two
spiral steps. Available sponsor-
ships follow:

26 Spiral Steps $300 ea
Master Bedroom $5,000
1st-flr 1890’s kitchen $6,000

UPLINK

We were very happy to renew
our contract with UPLINK this
year. UPLINK digitized and post-
ed multiple documents from our
collection on their website. If
you’re interested in a variety of his-
torical documents from Ontona-
gon County, visit https://
uplink.nmu.edu/ and in the Search
Box enter Ontonagon County His-
torical Society to browse to our
collection.

We had hosted an UPLINK
event at Cane Court in July of
2022, and several personal family
history items were added to the
UPLINK website.

UPLINK provides easy access
to a wide variety of UP History
through their website. OCHS will
continue to digitize historical infor-
mation with UPLINK, and in-
crease our online information in
the coming years.

BERGLAND/MATCHWOOD
HISTORICAL SOCIETY

BMHS had been using the old
Forest Service office building in
Bergland for their museum. This

year, the Forest Service had to end
that arrangement, so for now
BMHS does not have a museum
building.

Our curator, Carol Maass
worked with the Bergland/
Matchwood folks to help them as
much as possible, including digitiz-
ing some of their stuff.

Through this cooperation,
OCHS now has an excellent new
CCC display. We also received
some excellent CCC stuff from
Howard Lindberg of Paynesville.
Howard is one of our newest awe-
some volunteers.

CHANGES AT OCHS

We tested operating without a
gift shop this summer, and it went
well. We still have a museum shop
— with historical books, light-
house miniatures, and a few other
things. In the previous gift shop
space this summer, we had a trav-
eling exhibit from the Michigan
Tech Archives which told the
history of the Copper Range Com-
pany and their railroad, which had
included passenger service to
Ontonagon County. Next year, we
will operate without a large gift
shop again. It keeps our opera-
tions much simpler for employees
and volunteers.

Tina Davidson had bequeathed
her house at 209 3rd St in Ontona-
gon to OCHS so that we could sell
it as a fundraiser. At the end of
October we signed an agreement
to sell the house to a couple from
Whitehall, MI for $85,000.

We’ll also receive a lump sum
payment from the Davidson estate.
Our Treasurer Steve Maass has
been researching endowment
funds for nonprofits. He’s learned
that one of the mistakes that non-
profits make is to put all their eggs
in the endowment, so when an

emergency arises, their cash is all
tied up. The recommendation for
nonprofits is to maintain a contin-
gency fund in a savings account or
something liquid, and also have an
endowment fund for growth.
We’ll do further research before
reaching a conclusion.

Something that didn’t change
for OCHS is the board. In the
election at our annual meeting, in-
cumbents Sally Berman, Dave
Bishop, Bill Chabot, and Carol
Maass were reelected. There were
no challengers.

The board subsequently elected
the same slate of officers as last
year: President Dean Juntunen,
Vice President Dave Bishop, Sec-
retary Sally Berman, and Treasurer
Steve Maass.
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ANNUAL DUES

If you pay your dues annually,

we are changing our prac�ces.  

Memberships had been based

on the calendar year. How-

ever, we are moving our mem-

bership database from an Excel

spreadsheet to the Past Perfect

program. Past Perfect will au-

toma�cally generate le�ers for 

us to send dues reminders in

the month of their establish-

ment. For now, if you normally

pay your dues in January or

February, please con�nue to 

do so u�lizing the a�ached 

Membership form. Otherwise,

by March we should be up and

running in Past Perfect to gen-

erate renewal le�ers.  Or, con-

sider a life�me membership for  

only $150. You can pay online,

too, at ontonagonmuseum.org.



PAST PROGRAMS

June — Sally Berman presented
on the installation of color blind
viewers in the Porcupine Moun-
tains State Park. Sally noted, “One
in 12 men is colorblind. When I
did the math, that meant that
24,000 visitors to the Porkies in
2021 could not see the many
shades of green in the spring and
summer or the vibrant reds, golds,
maroons and conifer greens in the
fall.” One of the color blind view-
ers is at the iconic Lake of the
Clouds overlook.

July — Vikki James presented “A
Walk Through Woodspur,” taking
us on a photographic journey
through the rambling, very broad
rural community known as
Woodspur, and we saw the inside
of the storied town hall.

August — Hilary Virtanen from
Finlandia University presented on
Finnish ethnology, focusing on a
farm on Misery Bay, in the far cor-
ner of Ontonagon County, show-
ing us the typical layout of Finnish
farm buildings, and showing the
loss of buildings over time through
aerial photographs.

September — Brandon Erickson,
expert guide at the Adventure
Mine Tours, presented on new dis-
coveries as the mine has been de-
watered. The water had preserved
things such as the wooden timbers
and even miner’s boot tracks in the
mud. A remarkable blue mineral
had grown, too. Adventure Mine
tours are closed for the winter, but
they’ll reopen again next spring.

October — Lynette Webber,
Keweenaw National Historical
Park Interpreter, presented on
prominent women in Ontonagon
County history, one of whom was

Sophia Johnson, who had Native
American blood and was one of
1840’s Ontonagon’s first female citi-
zens. She ran a hotel with her hus-
band Lathrop. Sophia competed
with James K. Paul, purported
founder of Ontonagon. Her chil-
dren went on to make their marks in
the world, including at Carlisle Indi-
an School in Pennsylvania. Carlisle
had been designed to assimilate Na-
tive Americans into the white man’s
culture. Jim Thorpe had played
football at Carlisle.

Editors Note: The following was
provided by our Curator, Carol
Maass, who submitted an article to
The Ontonagon Herald about our
newest large artifact.

I found this to be a fascinating
story, which I gladly share for your
reading pleasure.

B-17 PROPELLER GIFTED

TO OCHS

On September 24, 2022, the

ba�ered propeller from the B-17 plane

that crashed in 1944 in the Porkies was

donated to the Ontonagon County His-

torical Society. Jane (Spolarich) William-

son and her siblings donated the propel-

ler in memory of their parents James

and Doris Spolarich.

Seen below is OCHS historian John

Doyle (le�) with Marty Williamson, hus-

band of Jane (right), and the B-17 pro-

peller.
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The propeller long stood in front of

the James and Doris Spolarich place in

Silver City, Michigan. It is a reminder of

an event where the local community

rescued and provided safe haven in late

winter to the crew of the B-17 that

crashed when an oil line leak in the

number three engine caused a danger-

ous fire in the right wing during a train-

ing mission. The following is an excerpt

from the diary of Engineer/Upper Turret

Charles F. Sturgeon:

February 26, 1944, Crew # 3349 ar-

rived at Sioux City, Iowa.

Crew # 3349 consists of: Pilot-

Thomas P. Smith Jr., Copilot-Louis

G. Starks, Navigator-Alexander w.

Calder, Bombardier- Ray Riettschel,

Engineer-Upper Turret-Charles F.

Sturgeon, Radio Operator Delmer C.

Spears, Ball Turret- Jess W. Britton,

Waist Gunner- Calvin M. Seiler, Waist

Gunner- Richard H. Hayes, Tail Gun-

ner – Leonard Rogers. Our organiza-

tion changed to 224th AAF Base, Unit

CCTS (H). On March 1, 1944, Crew

#3349 completed their first training

flight school, shooting landings, (six

landings in 4:30 hrs). During the

month of March we logged 38:35 hr

flight time, in B-17Fs and B17Gs in-

cluding five night flights. During the

month of April 1944, we attended

schools and flew 18 training flights for

a total of 68:00 hr, including four

night flights.

April 21, 1944, Crew # 3349 went on

a night Navigation training flight in a

B-17F. Our target was Marquette,

Michigan. We were flying at 7,000ft

altitude. As we approached our target,

number three engine developed an oil

line leak. Number three engine is lo-

cated next to the fuselage on the right

wing. The leak caused the engine to

lose its oil and of course oil pressure.

Due to the loss of oil pressure,

Copilot Starks was unable to feather

the Standard Hamilton Hydromantic

Full Feathering Propeller, which uses

engine oil to operate. Attempting to

feather the propeller resulted in

pumping the remaining oil out of the

30-gallon oil tank. The propeller con-

tinued to windmill, turning the engine

and caused the engine to overheat (no

oil) and catch fire. As the engine be-

came overheated, cylinders began to

blow off, taking the engine cowling

with them.

When the cylinders blew, it sounded

like we were being hit by antiaircraft

fire. Debris hit the cockpit window

and the side of the fuselage, making

loud noises. We could see the red -

hot crankshaft turning down inside

the engine. The fire spread and

burned into the wing, back to one of

the main fuel tanks, located in the

right wing. We diverted our course

for Duluth, Minnesota looking for a

field large enough to land the B-17.

To get to Duluth from Marquette, we

would have to cross Lake Superior.

As we traveled a short distance over

Lake Superior, the wing cover began

to burn away and exposed the main

self-sealing fuel tank, which had start-

ed to burn. Smith, Starks and I decid-

ed that there wouldn’t be enough time

to get to the Duluth landing field.

The fuel tank would explode any mo-

ment and blow us out of the sky.

Smith headed the burning aircraft for

the nearest landfall and as soon as the

Navigator, Calder determined we had

reached land, the bail out order was

given by the Pilot, Smith.

There was a solid cloud cover below

so there were no land sightings to help

the Navigator. The Pilot instructed

me to go back to the waist to find the

crew that had not bailed out but were

gathered in the radio room, Hayes was

asleep and had to be awakened.

I told them that they should have

bailed out a long time ago and headed

for the escape hatch (door). I pulled

the emergency release cable and

kicked the door off. Fire and debris

were sailing by the opening. Tail

Gunner Rogers was told to jump but

he declined to be first. Waist Gunner

Seiler was then selected to be first but

he also declined. Seiler told me that if

I would go first the others would fol-

low.

Since I had first hand knowledge of

the seriousness of the burning fuel

tank, I was anxious to get out. I told

them that I would see them later,

placed my flashlight on the floor and

fell out of the plane backwards. We

bailed out at about 7,000ft, around

2:00 a.m. in a cloud-covered sky in

pitch darkness. We were in a desolate

area so there were no lights visible

even after we passed through the

clouds. I did spot a dim light just be-

fore hitting the trees.

Seiler had bailed out second, but

caught me. We couldn’t see each oth-

er but were yelling to each other on

the way down. I heard Seiler crash

into the trees and prepared for my

abrupt landing. My parachute cano-

pied over three tall trees, which left

me hanging in the center. I had bro-

ken a large limb out of the top of the

trees when I came in. The limb had

ripped the leg of my fleece-lined flying

suit but barely scratched my leg. I

started swinging and caught a limb

and pulled myself over to the tree

trunk. I was able to remove the para-

chute harness, climb down the tall tree

and started looking for and calling out

for Seiler. He did not answer my calls.
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The B-17 crashed and burned, just off

the shores of Lake Superior, on the

snow-covered Porcupine Mountains,

near Silver City and Ontonagon,

Michigan. The crew managed to bail

out and land safely, with no previous

“bail out” experience. Our training

had been, count to three and pull the

ripcord. We landed in the snowcov-

ered virgin forest on the mountain.

The trees I had landed in were within

50 yards from the shore of Lake Supe-

rior.

If the crew had bailed out when the

first order were given, they would

have landed in the ice cold water of

the lake. I think the wind, which the

Navigator had no way of knowing its

direction, carried us towards the Lake.

We were told that a person would

have died of hypothermia in a few

minutes in that cold water.

Seiler and I had landed within 20

yards of each other; he did finally

answer my call. The rest of the crew

landed deeper into the forest. Seiler

had been knocked unconscious and

received a large gash on the back of

his head. His parachute had gotten

caught in a tree and swung him into

the trunk. I found

Seiler, helped him

get out of the tree,

he was near the

ground.

After walking a long

way through the

snow, breaking

through the top

crust into snow up

to our chins, on level

ground the snow

was three feet deep.

We were crossing

small streams and

would fall through

the snow, into the water. We found a

small building with baled hay. We

took one half of a bale and started a

fire. The fire was bright enough to

bring a house into view.

Two men, loggers, living in the shack

gave us directions to the main road,

they had no transportation. We were

able to walk out of the forest, found a

main road, walked about 3 miles to a

little store. We aroused the owner of

the store and he gave us a ride to

town. We were the first crew to make

it to Ontonagon to report the crash of

the B-17.

The Ontonagon newspaper stated that

several people heard the plane flying

low and saw it burning. The crew,

except Rogers, gathered in Ontonagon

next day. It took three days for track-

ers to find Rogers. A hundred or

more people were out in the forest at

one time looking for Rogers. He was

running from bears and had taken off

toward Canada; the Lake would have

stopped him. He had seen three bears

or the same one three times. Rogers

had been walking in a large circle,

walking in streams trying to lose the

bears, carrying his parachute to sleep

in, eating on one snicker bar, and eat-

ing snow for water, he was in good

shape. When located, he was near the

spot that he had originally landed.

We had to wait out the weather in

Ontonagon for a few days before re-

turning to Sioux City. There was no

transportation moving in or out of the

snow-covered area. A Government

Investigating Team was able to drive

into Ontonagon a day or two later, to

investigate the crash. They were able

to reach the aircraft using a tractor. A

sled was tied to the front of the trac-

tor; the tractor was then backed

through the deep snow and up the

mountain.

Smith, Rietschel, and maybe one other

crewmember went to the crash site; I

didn’t make it. The burned plane was

not accessible, except on foot because

of the thick forest. I don’t think the

tractor made it all the way to the crash

site. Their plan was to haul enough

gasoline to the crash site to burn the

remaining parts of the plane. I don’t

think that the plane was ever carried

out.

The 3 people of Ontonagon gave us a
big welcome and we
were invited to a party
almost every night.
Each crewmember has
a great story about their
experiences in Ontona-
gon. We were finally
transported back to the
military base by military
cars and public trains.
On the way back to the
base, we stopped off in
Madison, Wisconsin for
2 days and met Smith’s
family. I’m not sure our
flight records reflect
this mission.
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422 River St
Ontonagon, MI 49953

ONTONAGON COUNTY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY
MUSEUM & LIGHTHOUSE
TOURS AVAILABLE MID-MAY TO MID-OCTOBER

If you prefer your newsle�er via e-mail as a pdf,
send a note to deanjunt@jamadots.com. With
the zoom capabili�es of pdf viewers, pdfs are 
easier to read, and the pictures are of be�er 
quality.


