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Greetings everyone. The
summer tourism season is upon
us again, and our Museum is open
Tuesday -- Saturday, 10:00 a.m. to
4:00 p.m., from May 24th to
mid-October. Meanwhile, the
Lighthouse is also open for tours
for the season, 7 days per week,
from 11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.
We have volunteer tour guides
scheduled for the Lighthouse.
Though the tours are self-guided
with an informational handout,
our guides are on hand to get
things started and answer
questions.
For the museum, we plan to
run on volunteers at the front
desk, though we still need a
couple more volunteers.
We do have two part time
employees: Alex Dembraski and
Laura Burke. Alex started in

Spring 2022
March of 2022, doing collections
donations. In the past, we had
work through our Keweenaw
charged entrance fees of $3 per
Heritage Grant. He will also
adult; however, this year we are
open and close the museum on
experimenting with free will
his work days, starting a half hour donations instead of admission
prior to opening, and ending a
fees. Many establishments that
half hour after closing. He’ll have use free will donations actually
everything set up for volunteers,
take in more than admissions fees.
who work from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00
We are also experimenting
p.m. Alex will also be able to
with NOT having a gift shop this
troubleshoot for the volunteers.
season. We will still have a
Also, we were recently notified museum shop, but we’ll sell only
that we’ll receive another
historical books and pamphlets or
Keweenaw Heritage Grant from
other items directly related to our
the KNHP Advisory Commission mission. Thus, volunteers will
to continue our collections work
not have to cope with running a
with Alex.
gift store.
Likewise, Laura Burke will
If you would like to join our
open and close the museum on
small army of volunteers this
her work days, and troubleshoot
summer, please call the
for volunteers. She’s also very
museum at 906-884-6165 and
skilled with computer graphics,
we’ll get your message to
and we’ve hired her services for
Laura.
such in the
past. Now, she
will also be our
Operations
Manager,
handling
deposits,
coordinating
volunteers, and
performing
business
functions in
general.
The
volunteers will
interact with
Our newest employees, Laura Burke and Alex
the customers
Dembraski, look forward to summer visitors.
and collect
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UPLINK UPDATE
Our digitization work with
UPLINK is going very well. If
you visit uplink.nmu.edu you can
then search for Ontonagon and
click on Ontonagon County
Historical Society. You’ll find our
Poor Farm records, Lighthouse
logs, and more.
We shipped another batch of
materials, too, including our Oils,
Wicks, and Chimneys logs for the
Lighthouse and Pierhead Light,
extending into the 1890’s and
even early 1900’s, during James
Corgan’s tenure. Mr. Corgan
wrote unusually thorough logs,
which gives us an excellent
historical record. According to
Jack Graham, a Lighthouse
expert, our Oils, Wicks, and
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Chimney logs are quite unique
and valuable. He says these are
hard to find in the modern day.
James Corgan was once
chastised by the Lighthouse
Service for writing too much in
the logs. What did he do in
response? He wrote about it in
the log.
Mr. Corgan’s lighthouse logs
included every boat that entered
or exited the Ontonagon Harbor,
and gave us his observations
during the great Ontonagon Fire
of 1896.

LIGHTHOUSE NEWS

HOUSE ON 3RD ST
Tina Davidson was a longtime
friend of OCHS who had a
summer home in Ontonagon on
3rd Street, across from the Siloa

IN MEMORIAM
On a somber note, we recognize the Ontonagon County
Historical Society Members who have passed on in recent history,
honoring them in our memories. They are sorely missed.

Anita Anderson
Barbara Anderson
Tina Davidson
Russell Decker
Virginia Jamison
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Lutheran Church. Alas, Tina
passed on this year. As a
philanthropist, she gifted us with
her house on 3rd Street.
Domitrovich Realty will sell
the house for us, and our initial
plan is to use the money for a
Capital Improvements Fund. Our
museum is due for exterior
refurbishment, and our
Lighthouse will need maintenance
in the foreseeable future.

Janet Juntunen
Beverly Meagher
Erma Millard
Doris Spolarich
James Zartner

UPLINK
RECORDING EVENT
On July 14 and 15 this summer, we are hosting an UPLINK
event in our museum. We’re encouraging people from the area
to come and share their stories and photos, which the folks from
UPLINK will digitize with their mobile equipment. Participants
can take their digital oral histories and photos home with them,
and we hope to be granted a copy for our archives, too. Contact
the museum at 906-884-6165 if you would like to participate.

We have a couple boats at our
Lighthouse, including a lighthouse
rescue boat and the Awinita.
Meanwhile, at the Ontonagon
Marina we’ve got the Sheryl
Dennis fish tug and a lifeboat
from the Ranger, with davits.
The Village of Ontonagon has
notified us that our fish tug and
lifeboat will have to move this
summer. We’ve formed a Boat
Committee to investigate options
and produce a long-term
recommendation for our boats.
Meanwhile, please enjoy a tour
of our lighthouse this summer,
and look at our boats, too, and if
you are interested in being a
lighthouse philanthropist, we still
have the following rooms or
structures available for
sponsorship.
27 Spiral Steps
$300 ea
Master Bedroom
$5,000
1st-flr 1890’s kitchen $6,000
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COPPER RANGE
TRAVELING EXHIBIT
Lindsay Hiltunen of the
Michigan Tech Archives brought
us the Copper Range Traveling
Exhibit for this summer. It is
placed in the extra space where
our gift shop was.
Lindsay will also review the
Ontonagon County Records that
OCHS holds, and determine
which need to be legally
transferred to the MTU Archives,
and help us determine if and what
we should digitize before this
transaction occurs.

OLD and NEW BOARD
MEMBERS
After 20 years as an OCHS
board member, Josie Olson of
Rockland resigned in timely
fashion. Josie was always
interested in history, and she
always performed her board
member duties enthusiastically.
She even made motions with
enthusiasm. She will be sorely
missed.
Filling Josie’s seat is our
newest board member, Fern
Malila. Fern brings a wealth of
knowledge and enthusiasm to
OCHS as well, and had been
volunteering with our curator in
the museum for a couple years
now. We hope that Fern will be
able to follow Josie’s 20-year
example.

NEW MUSEUM MODEL
Linda Johanson’s OAS class
had once crafted a model Poor
House, which we had on display
in the museum for decades. The
years wore it down a bit, so this
past winter, Bruce Johanson and
family built a first-class scale

model of the Poor House as a
replacement -- see above.
The following is an excerpt
from Dillan Thompson’s research
paper written as a young teen
circa 2009:
“In 1900, the agriculture was
very productive in this area, so
the County Board decided to
build a new manor house for
the poor. The Poor House had
room for about 25 to 30
inmates, and sometimes as
many as 50. The Poor House
was built by Northern Builders
for $20,000. The house was 60
feet by 80 feet, and there was a
full basement, two full floors,
and a high vaulted attic. The
interior of the house was
trimmed in Georgia Pine, and it
had hardwood floors -- a very
elegant building at the time.
There were usually around 30
male residents in the summers,
when the lumberjacks were out
of work, and had no home of
their own. There were usually
three or four women on the
farm, too.”

Today’s Poor House, located a
couple miles from Ontonagon on
State Highway M-38, is
significantly deteriorated. To
construct the front steps seen on
the model, Bruce Johanson and
family harvested weathered wood
from the actual Poor House.
For your viewing pleasure, our
new Poor House model is
displayed near the iron lung in our
museum.
------------------------------------------

REQUEST
You can save us money and
resources if you opt to receive
your newsletter electronically
in pdf format. Your computer
is probably already equipped
with the Adobe Acrobat
Reader, but if not, you can go
to the Adobe website and
download it. So far, over 100
people have signed up for
e-newsletters. Graphics are
better in pdf, and you can
zoom to your preferred font
size. If you’re interested,
please send an e-mail request
to deanjunt@jamadots.com.
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UPCOMING DINNER
MEETINGS
ALL DINNERS HELD AT
6:30 pm on the third Thursday
of the month. Dinner notices
are printed in The Ontonagon
Herald; plus, Sue Basile calls
everyone on her list to make
reservations. If you wish to be
on the calling list, notify Sue at
906-884-2084.

PAST PROGRAMS
December
(Bill Chabot responsible)
Bill Chabot presented
“HIDDEN WOMEN -Remarkable women, some
infamous, some famous, and
many inconspicuous, who
defied the status quo and
became trailblazers in history.”
January and February -Canceled due to Covid bloom
March
John Doyle responsible)
Patrice Cobin from the
Seaman Mineral Museum at
Michigan Tech presented on the
history of the museum and the
story of A. E. Seaman. She also
presented several unusual copper
specimens. The A. E. Seaman
Mineral Museum used to be
housed in the EERC building on
the main campus, but now enjoys
its own building west of the
Gymnasium complex, accessible
from Sharon Avenue.
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April
(Dave Bishop responsible)
Nathan Miller, photographer,
presented on his experience with
the Rieger Project. In the
summer of 2020, Nathan
replicated sociologist Jon Rieger’s
photo shoot of Ontonagon
County, documenting the status
of businesses or other noteworthy
structures through photos. The
photo shoots repeat every five
years. Ours is one of the
longest-running photo
documentary projects like this in
the world.
May
(Steve and Carol Maass
responsible)
Steve and Carol Maass
presented on our conversion to
digital standardized records on
Accessions through the Past
Perfect program; and, our
curatorial efforts over the past
couple of years -- moving cold
storage from the wet Fish Houses
on the slough island to a room in
the old school in Ontonagon, and
establishing warm storage at the
Greenland Township building
(old grade school) in Mass City.
Carol also related how we dealt
with a mold bloom in the
museum during the first Covid
year when we were shut down.
Editor’s Note:
The following is part two of an
oral history from Werner Lamsa,
written for a local history class
taught by Bruce Johanson.
Werner was a local icon when I
moved to the Mass City area
almost 30 years ago. Werner was
still roaming the local bluffs into
his 90’s.
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We paused Werner’s story last
month with his recounting of
working on logging railroads. We
pick it up at Pori.
LIFE HAS MANY SIDES
A memoir by the late
Werner Lamsa -- Part II
In 1928, at Porterfield & Ellis
in Pori, the train crew backed into
three cars of logs. Both crew
members were drunk but were
not hurt. They smashed the back
of the train and the flat cars.
In 1934, Porterfield & Ellis
moved to Lake Mine. Copper
Range R.R. had set five flat cars
on a siding without setting the
brakes. After a hot day and a
thunderstorm the cars started
themselves down the grade
towards the woods. At the
bottom of the grade the engine
had stopped to allow men to load
railroad ties into the box cars.
The engineer and fireman were
half asleep, and Gust Niemi, who
was in the cab, saw the flat cars
coming and was able to call out to
the train crew and the men
working got out of the way. The
first two cars, which were made
of wood, were completely
smashed. The third car which
was made of steel broke the pin
off of the first trucks (setoff
wheels) and then flew over the
side of the cab of the locomotive,
taking the smoke stack with it. I
was sitting under a flat car with
the boss and it was raining. I saw
the flat car go up in the air and
then saw the steam coming out of
the locomotive. We were about
400 feet from the wreck.
At this time I was in charge of
sawyers and had to mark their
strip and count their logs every
day. The sawyers were paid
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according to the logs they cut.
For a 12 footer they got 10 cents;
for a 14 foot log, 12 cents; and for
a 16 foot log they received 14
cents. A crosscut saw team of
two men could saw about 50 logs
per day (there were no power
saws at this time). A man would
make about $2.50 per day and
board was 50 cents per day. My
own pay was 75 cents per day
with board and bed, (along with
the lice) included. There were no
showers, just a wash basin to
wash our hands and face and a
couple of roll towels. Most of us
had our own towels as the roll
towels weren’t so good after
twenty or thirty men had wiped
their hands and faces on them.
At times they would ship men
from Duluth, Minnesota to work
in the woods. One day I took six
gangs of guys in the woods. They
took one look at the steep hills
and the big trees, and walked out,
refusing to even start. The boss
tried to hold their baggage for
their railroad fare, but somehow
they managed to leave, bags and
all.
When the mines had been
working the mining company
built houses for the employees to
rent. After the mines closed after
World War I, many people left
the area to find work in the big
cities, or wherever. In 1932, at
the height of the great depression,
the mining company decided to
sell off most of the company
houses for prices ranging from
$1.00 per room up to $50.00, with
the stipulation that the houses had
to be moved off of the company
land which was not for sale. A
number of these houses were torn
down to be used for buildings on
the local farms, most of which
were owned by Finns who had
bought cut-over timber land to
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start their farms on. In Mass City,
at what was known as the “new
location,” the houses were moved
several blocks to where the
purchasers were able to buy town
lots. Many homes were moved by
using two long logs as skids and
pulling them with tractors.
There were a number of forest
fires around 1920. At one point
White Pine was surrounded by
fire and it was decided to take the
people and food into the mine
itself for safety, but that night it
rained and the town was saved.
Many of these fires were the
result of slashings being left
where they fell by the loggers and
a careless match, a spark from a
locomotive, or even lightning
could ignite the dry limbs in short
order.
Despite the fact of
prohibition, there was a lot of
drinking and there were a large
number of “blind pigs” that sold
moonshine and beer. I
remember at one lumber camp
there was a man and his partner
who would work well together,
but when drinking, would fight
each other violently. We kids
knew of their actions and were
afraid of them when they were
drunk. On one of their drinking
sprees the fellow killed his
partner. He served forty years in
the Marquette Prison and after his
release he worked on a farm near
Ontonagon. I visited him later in
the hospital before he died.
When the depression began to
grow less severe in 1934, I left
this area for Detroit to seek work.
I soon found a job at Briggs
Manufacturing that made bodies
for Ford Motor Company. We
loaded auto parts in box cars
which were sent to the California
assembly plant. I started at 45
cents per hour and eventually
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received a raise to 65 cents per
hour. After working for about
two months, we would be laid off,
then called back to work at a later
date and start us at 45 cents an
hour again! One could be fired
for any reason, and if there was
some boss’ birthday, the
mandatory contribution was 25
cents per man. If you did not
contribute, you would receive a
layoff notice in a couple of days.
In 1935 I worked for the
Hudson Motor Car Company for
45 cents per hour. They would
hire extra men for two months
each spring to get more cars ready
for summer sales. After working
at Hudson, I found a job working
the summer of 1935 at an A & P
warehouse unloading box cars by
hand in the summer heat (no
forklifts). By the end of the day
we were dripping wet.
In the winter of 1936, I went
to the Ford Motor Company
looking for employment. It
worked like this: we would report
to a certain parking lot about
10:00 p.m. and stay there all night.
It was very important to get in
line early as there may be as many
as 8,000-10,000 men getting in
line looking for work. Ford
would hire about 500 men each
day. All through the night on the
parking lot, Ford mounted police
would keep everyone in line. As
you passed by the man who was
doing the hiring, you explained
what kind of work you could do.
If you were hired, fine and good,
but the line had to keep moving
to the street cars. I went there to
apply for two or three nights.
During the second night one of
the men in line lit some
newspapers to get warm. The
police were on him at once,
hitting him with a club and
chasing him out. We were lined
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up and herded like cattle, being
pushed by the police horses. The
Ford Motor Company police were
not very sympathetic and one
night they took out in an
ambulance one man who had
frozen from the cold.
Those of us who had come
from the north had warm clothes
and we could go down to the
Miller Café, in turns, so we would
not lose our place in the line. The
parking lot where we gathered
was across the street from the
coke ovens so we were covered
with soot after standing there all
night. After three nights of
standing there, I vowed that I
would never go back and never
buy a Ford as long as I live (I
drive a Ford now!). [Note: this
was during the years when the
notorious Harry H. Bennett ran
the Ford Motor Company
SERVICE DEPARTMENT, the
name of the company’s internal
security agency, known for its
suppression of organized labor
and its harsh treatment of
employees. BHJ]
I married Saima Luoma on
January 25, 1936 at Detroit.
Saima was from the Mass City
area also. By May, I had a job
working at Excello starting at 35
cents per hour and learning a
trade as a machine operator.
After that, all work was piece
work. One could earn as much as
75 cents per hour, but if you
turned in too much, they would
cut the price they paid you. After
the workers were unionized, the
piece work was ended and
everyone was paid 75 cents per
hour. I bought a car, a 1927
Chevrolet for $17.00 and drove it
for six months while saving
money, then I bought a 1930
Ford for $50.00. The Chevrolet
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was sold to a junk dealer for $5.00
who came and drove it away.
We returned to Mass City
every summer and every hunting
season. In 1937 we thought we
were rich, so be bought a
Plymouth for $500, but times got
bad again and we had only two
days a week of work, so we left
for Mass City and in 1938 I went
to work for the W.P.A. (Works
Progress Administration).
In 1939, our son, Jerry, was
born at Ontonagon. The hospital
bill was $35.00; that’s $3.50 per
day for a ten day stay. The doctor
also charged $35 for delivery
services. We could only manage
half of the bill and paid the rest
later. W.P.A. paid only $40 per
month. The day Jerry was born, I
was called back to work, so I left
for the Detroit after only ten days
and Saima and Jerry followed in
the spring. I then worked at
Excello for ten years.
In 1943 I was having stomach
trouble and was told that I had an
ulcer and a chronic appendix
which was then removed. My
weight went from 185# down to
135#! By the time the war ended,
I was too sick to work so we left
Detroit to move back to Mass
City and then I went to the Mayo
Clinic to find out what really was
wrong. They diagnosed gall
stones which were removed later
in Hancock as the doctor at
Mayo’s said I was too weak to be
operated on there.
My brother, John, and Donald
Kiminki went to Detroit to seek
work. They spent a week going
from one shop to another and
became disgusted, so I drove
them to the Ford parking lot and
after spending one night there
they were ready to go back up
north again! A fellow from South
Range and his buddy were waiting
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all night in the Ford parking lot
and in the morning his friend told
him to tell the hiring man that he
was a machine hand when asked
what he could do. The man, who
gave this advice, had worked in
Detroit since 1929 but was not
hired. The man from South
Range, when asked what he could
do simply replied, “hand
machine,” and was immediately
hired!
There were thousands of men
coming to the city looking for
work and usually they would hire
outsiders before hiring someone
living in Detroit because they
could probably get them cheaper.
There were men who charged
$10.00 a person to drive men
from up north to Detroit to find
work, and there simply was none.
After six months in Mass City,
and after my recovery, we went
back to Detroit. We lived on
Freeland Avenue. One day a
door-to-door salesman came to
our house selling cemetery lots. I
told him we would be moving to
Northern Michigan. He wanted
to know what I would be doing
up there and I said I was going
into my own business. He told
me that I would not have any
customers and that I should go
into business in Detroit. If a man
couldn’t make it in Detroit, he
wasn’t cut out to be in business. I
thought that this guy sure didn’t
know anything, but how wrong I
was.
We returned to the U.P. and
after four years of trying to run a
grocery store and working in the
woods and also for the Forest
Service, we couldn’t make a
decent living. We returned to
Detroit in 1950 and I worked for
Faigle Tool & Die for 21 years. I
retired in 1973 and we moved
back home to Mass City.

