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Greetings everyone. Given
the progression of Covid
vaccinations, OCHS is pleased to
announce that we plan to open
our Museum and Lighthouse on
Tuesday, June 1, 2021. No doubt,
the wearing of masks and social
distancing will still be in order,
but we’re really looking forward
to seeing people again.
Museum hours will initially be
from 11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.,
Tuesday -- Saturday.
Self-guided Lighthouse Tours
will be available from 11:30 a.m.
to 4:00 p.m. so that everything
can be closed up by 5:00 p.m.
We’re seeking input from
Michigan Tech Sociology
Students through the Keweenaw
Time Traveler team. They will
develop programming to help us
with our self-guided tours.
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THE PASSING OF RUTH
At the end of the Covid Year
of 2020, OCHS mourned the
passing of a stalwart, Ruth
Zimmer.
Ruth was a founding member
of OCHS back in 1957, and
served for many decades. She
was a board member well into her
90’s. Her obituary follows:

an excellent seamstress who
enjoyed making clothes for her
daughters and friends, as well as
costumes for many local plays.
Ruth is survived by her
children Sally of Mt. Pleasant,
James of Nashwauk, MN, Mary
of College Station, TX, and Betty
(Terry) Freeman of Marquette;
grandchildren, Kirk Gunderson
of Casper, WY, Jamie and Jason
Freeman of Marquette and
numerous nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death
by Jay, her husband of 61 years,
their son John, and sister
Eleanor Henry.

Ruth Zimmer, age 97 of
Ontonagon, died November 21,
2020 at Aspirus Long Term Care.
She was born July 16, 1923 to
Hannes and Tephla (Hill)
Holmstrom at the home of her
grandparents on the Cranberry
Road. After the death of her
father, her mother married
John Henry, who raised her,
along with sisters Katherine
who survives her, and Eleanor.
Ruth graduated from
Ontonagon High School in 1941,
Michigan State University in
1945, and received a Masters
Degree from Northern Michigan
University. She taught home
economics, English and speech
in the Rockland, Mass City and
Ontonagon schools.
Ruth was active in many local
organizations including the
Ruth Zimmer
Ontonagon County Historical
1923-2020
Society, Ontonagon Township
A fine example of a human being.
Library, Women's Club and Holy
She mentored many.
Family Catholic Church. She was
RIP
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Offerings in Ruth's name can
be made to the Ontonagon
County Historical Society, 422
River St, or the Ontonagon
Township Library, 311 N Steel
St.
Cane Funeral Home is
assisting the family with
arrangements for a burial in
May of 2021.

MAUREEN, TOO
OCHS also mourns the loss of
another person, who like Ruth
Zimmer was synonymous with
Ontonagon, and that is Maureen
Guzek. Maureen had been
involved in the historical society
forever, and in recent years her
Ontonagon Herald was printing
our County Historian newsletters.
Maureen’s obituary follows:
Maureen Guzek, owner,
editor and publisher of The
Ontonagon Herald, passed away
unexpectedly on January 21,
2021 of complications following
heart surgery. Maureen was

Maureen Guzek
1946-2021
A generous spirit.
She helped many.
RIP
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the daughter of the late Francis
and Kathleen (Kay) Guzek. She
was born in Ontonagon on
November 21, 1946, attended
the Ontonagon schools, and
graduated from Ontonagon
High School in 1964. She
earned an Associate’s Degree in
business from Gogebic
Community College.
Maureen always had an
entrepreneurial spirit. She
started a day care business in
the early 1970’s, and was later
involved with the establishment
of Tiny People’s Preschool
Nursery in Ontonagon. She was
a founding member and
president of the Penny Ante
Investment Club. She was
employed for several years as
business manager for Menigoz
Building Supply, and later
became a bookkeeper at the
First National Bank in
Ontonagon. In 1990, she and
her then husband William
Kilmer purchased the
Ontonagon Herald. She has
served as the Herald’s editor for
the last 30 years. She was also
the co-owner and operator of
the River Road RV Park and
Campground.
Maureen served the
community for many years,
including as a member the
Ontonagon County Chamber of
Commerce, the Ontonagon
Downtown Development
Association, the Ontonagon
Village Housing Commission,
and most recently as a member
of the Village Council. She was
a longtime supporter of area
businesses and also of many
local not-for-profits, including
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Ducks Unlimited, Camp Josh and
Ontonagon County Animal
Protection.
As much as she was
committed to her business and
her community, Maureen was
even more committed to her
friends and family. She was
always ready and willing to
come to the aid of a friend in
need, and her family was her
source of strength and the
center of her life. She was loved
both for her generous spirit and
for her sense of humor.
Maureen is survived by her
two daughters, Barbara Kilmer
of Ontonagon, and Debbie
(Gary) Bryant of Vulcan,
Michigan; by her two
grandchildren, Troy and Brandi
Matonich; and by one
great-grandchild, Bentley
Matonich. She also leaves her
best friend and significant
other, Rick Bernier of Land O
Lakes, Wisconsin. Also surviving
are three of her four brothers,
Joseph (Mary) Guzek of

REQUEST
You can save us money and
resources if you opt to receive
your newsletter electronically
in pdf format. Your computer
is probably already equipped
with the Adobe Acrobat
Reader, but if not, you can go
to the Adobe website and
download it. So far, over 100
people have signed up for
e-newsletters. Graphics are
better in pdf, and you can
zoom to your preferred font
size. If you’re interested,
please send an e-mail request
to deanjunt@jamadots.com.
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Brighton, Michigan, Peter Guzek
of Ontonagon, and Fred (Susan)
Guzek of Dover, Kansas; and
two sisters, Mary Anne Guzek
Kimball of Ironwood, and Jean
(Jack Whiting) Guzek of
Bloomfield, New York; along
with numerous nieces and
nephews.
Besides her parents, she was
preceded in death by her
brother, Michael Guzek; her
brother-in-law, Robert Kimball;
and her sister-in-law, Debbie
Bartley Guzek.
Due to Covid restrictions, no
funeral arrangements have
been made at this time. A
memorial service is planned for
a yet-undetermined later date.
In lieu of flowers, please make a
donation to a local charity of
your choice in memory of
Maureen.

IN MEMORIAM
On a somber note, we
recognize the Ontonagon
County Historical Society
Members who have
passed on in recent
history, honoring them in
our memories. They are
sorely missed.

Maureen Guzek
Helen Mannan
Thomas Richards
Jon Rieger
Ella Thompson
Ruth Zimmer
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THE JAN TUCKER SHOW LIGHTHOUSE NEWS
Another momentous piece of
Ontonagon History is the Jan
Tucker Show on local radio. The
steadfast Jan Tucker has
concluded that 2021 is a good
year for retirement, and so she
hung up her microphone on
March 31, 2021.
Jan’s “show” on local radio
spanned about 56 years, and if
you listened to her ever-youthful
voice over the airwaves, you
would never guess her age.
We all knew that she had
broadcast her show to
Ontonagon and surrounding
counties, but I don’t know if
everyone realizes that Jan Tucker
was also a radio personality in
Minnesota, and even in a foreign
country (Canada). The airwaves
from Ontonagon easily carried
across Lake Superior to
Minnesota, and I was once
personally surprised when I was
traveling for a kayaking trip in the
Thunder Bay area, due north in
Canada, and I was browsing local
radio stations to take in some
local flavor. Bingo! Suddenly Jan
Tucker’s voice was coming in,
youthful and strong. I later talked
to some Thunder Bay locals who
said that they always listened to
the Jan Tucker Show.
And now our international
radio star has cemented her place
in history. Thank you Jan.

Our Lighthouse will be
opening on June 1, 2021, and
we plan to try self-guided tours
this year. We’ll still have a
person present at the
Lighthouse to answer questions
for those who seek more
in-depth knowledge. If you
might be interested in
volunteering for Lighthouse
duty, please notify the museum.
Or, if you are interested in
being a lighthouse philanthropist, we still have the
following gleaming rooms or
structures available for
sponsorship.
28 Spiral Steps
$300 ea
Master Bedroom
$5,000
1st-flr 1890’s kitchen $6,000

DUES DUE

UPCOMING DINNER
MEETINGS

If you have not paid your
membership dues for the year
2021, please use the
Membership Form included
with this Newsletter.

We don’t know yet when we’ll
be restarting monthly dinner
meetings, but as Covid-19
vaccinations progress, the time
will come when reduced risk will
allow for resumption of monthly
dinners and programs. We’ll keep
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you posted through local media
and Facebook, and we look
forward to the day that the calling
committee will be contacting you.

MUSEUM NEWS
While we’ve been closed for
Covid, much has been happening
at the museum over the winter.
Since Servpro was coming in for
mold-cleaning, we used the
opportunity to declutter the
museum, moving tons of stuff
into temporary storage in Mass
City at the old school.
Servpro completed their
cleaning by the end of winter, and
now we’re working on putting the
museum back together. We
received a $4,000 grant from the
Michigan Council for the Arts
and Cultural Affairs (MCACA) to
renovate six display areas and
install reader rails. The grant was
written by Carol Maass, who is
now an OCHS board member
and our curator. Her husband,
Steve Maass, is our Treasurer.
Carol and Steve have done most
of the heavy lifting in moving
stuff to Mass City and back.
Please volunteer if you can
to help us clean items for
moving back into the museum.
Call or text our curator, Carol
Maass, at (301) 462-9279 to
volunteer.
Carol also wrote a Survival
Grant to the Michigan Economic
Development Corporation
(MEDC) to replace our loss of
income due to Covid. We
received $5,250, which along with
other donations is keeping us in
the black. Our previous promise
of a grant from MEDC to
renovate our facade had fallen
away when Covid hit, and this
new grant removes the sting from
the previous loss.
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Steve Maass has worked with
the Past Perfect people to convert
our collections management
software to the online version.
We expect that in the near future,
OCHS will be able to offer online
access to the public so that they
can research our collection from
their computer devices. The Past
Perfect software will enable us to
dramatically expand from a fixed
location (buildings) to a
worldwide presence (on the web).
While our focus is on history, we
are also keeping up with
technological advancements to
enhance mission accomplishment.
Speaking of OCHS history, in
the early days (1960’s), Ruth
Zimmer was the costumer for
fundraiser plays put on by your
historical society.
Early last winter, Coriane
Penegor and friends painted our
gift shop area after it had been
emptied and cleaned for mold
remediation. And now this
spring, Ralph Workman has been
painting in the museum before we
put displays back together.
OCHS owns several boats,
including a large fish tug, the
Sheryl-Dennis, which is currently
stored at the Ontonagon Marina.
The Village of Ontonagon would
like us to move the fish tug this
summer, so we are looking at
creating a boat display area at the
Marina Complex, where we’ll
place all of our boats, including
the Awanita and a couple of
lifeboats. We’re seeking advice
on this display from an architect
at the Keweenaw National
Historical Park (KNHP).

FOP SPECIAL PROJECT
The Friends of the Porkies
(FOP), plans to use a KNHP
grant to create an educational
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video about the Nonesuch Mine,
in conjunction with the Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park
and OCHS. Kristin Ojaniemi (an
OCHS board member) will do the
video work on this project. She’s
shooting drone views of the
Nonesuch now in the spring
when the foliage isn’t blocking
details as seen from above.
Editor’s Note:
The following is an article
from the Upper Peninsula Sunday
Times, January 20, 1980, by
Dennis Kwiatkowski, Staff Writer
ONTONAGON -- A shrill
whistle pierces the air, followed
by a rhythmic chugging that
changes slightly in pitch. To a
visitor, the sounds require
explanation. But not to Gerald
DeHut, who now listens to the
sounds of steam-powered trains
via the stereo system in his
Ontonagon home.
DeHut is more than a steamengine train buff. He's also a part
of the history of logging
operations in Ontonagon County
earlier in the century. A
diminutive man with a head of
bright white hair, DeHut was
once the regular mainline
engineer for the Porterfield &
Ellis Co. The company was
engaged in logging operations in
northeastern Ontonagon County
in the early years of the century.
And while the rail line DeHut
rode his trains over was only
about 14 miles long, it's been
suggested that the logging line
was perhaps the steepest ever.
The engines DeHut operated
were rod-type steam engines
which used external metal rods to
transfer power from the
machine's pistons to their wheels.
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Generally, DeHut said, an incline
of 3 to 5 percent -- or a 3 to 5
percent grade -- is considered the
maximum incline on which such
engines can operate. "That's a
good haul on a 3 percent grade."
DeHut said.
DeHut said that the short
logging railroad he worked on had
about 500 feet of 17 percent
grade, and has been estimated to
have had grades as steep as 20
percent. To overcome such
inclines, DeHut had to use the
train as a kind of roller-coaster,
relying on the velocity and weight
of the train to provide the
momentum to assist the chugging
steam engine. The areas of the
short rail line that were the most
challenging were the "loops" -where the steep grades were
located. The Rousseau Loop
extended over Rousseau Creek,
covering a half-mile dip, while the
River Loop spanned the East
Branch of the Ontonagon River,
with a drop of 200 feet from each
side of the valley to the river
below.
Located along the line that
spanned the River Loop were two
logging camps: Camp 2 on the
west side of the river, and Camp 3
on the east side.
DeHut said that the logging
train would stop at Camp 2 to
take on water, prepare the fire and
otherwise prepare the train to
make the loop crossing. When all
was ready, he said, the brake
would be released.
"And down the hill we'd
come," DeHut said. "And it
would really travel."
DeHut said that just before
the train would hit the bridge
which actually crossed the river
the engine would take over. "The
steepest part is where the heavy
stuff would roll good," he said.
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"Those rods would go so fast
that you couldn't see them,"
DeHut said.
DeHut said that the engine
couldn't be fired at all once it was
in the loop, but could only be
fired at one of the camps. And,
he said, the speed of the train on
the downhill run would create a
suction which would impair such
firing.
"It would suck the shovel and
everything else right up there," he
said.
So the crew of the train would
shut the windows and pull closed
a special canvas curtain that was
affixed to the rear of the engine's
cab. "Even when it was hot,"
DeHut said.
The downhill runs at those
"tremendous speeds" also did
their part to clean the railroad's
flatcars. "It all went down into
the bottom of the ‘hole’," DeHut
said, though flying chunks of
wood used to hurtle at the cab,
and forced the crew to install
special screens.
While the mile-long River
Loop crossing was regularly made
by DeHut in 50 to 55 seconds,
DeHut said that the train was
once timed at 34 seconds for the
run.
The Rousseau Loop presented
its own special problems, too.
"That was a doozy," DeHut said,
"It was steep and all curve."
"But that was the hardest
pull."
According to Clinton Jones,
Jr., who wrote an article on the
rail line for the June 1969 issue of
"Trains" Magazine, the Porterfield
& Ellis Company was formed in
the early part of the century and
logged in Wisconsin, moving into
the Upper Peninsula as its original
lands were cut over.
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DeHut said that construction
of the 14-mile long logging
railroad began in 1914, under the
direction of his father, J.J. DeHut,
the superintendent for Porterfield
& Ellis.
"The line was laid out by my
father, J.J. DeHut," he said.
"They kept on logging and
going back," he said. "It was all
done with horses and scrapers."
"I don't know how many
million feet of hemlock is in the
bed -- the road bed," DeHut said.
"It was all done with about 10
teams of horses," he said.
DeHut said that since the rail
line had to be laid using human
and animal power, that was one
reason the steep grades became a
necessary part of the line's
geography.
"They reduced it as much as
they could, and that was it,"
DeHut said.
The line was completed by
1918, and DeHut said that he was
19 years old when he began
serving as the engineer of the
train at Pori. But he got started in
railroading even earlier than that,
he said -- when he was 17.
"My uncle ran them before
me," he said. "Frank Rousseau
was his name. I learned a lot
from him."
The line was operated from
1918 to 1930. Porterfield & Ellis
then moved its logging operation
about 10 miles north to Lake
Mine, with the Pori Loop Line
being dismantled later.
DeHut also made the move to
Lake Mine, and stayed with the
company until 1940, when he
went to work for the Ontonagon
Paper Mill as a machinist.
DeHut later worked for 15
years at the White Pine Copper
Mine as a machinist.
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But it seems as though its been
his earliest work with the railroad
that has meant the most to him.
DeHut has built, from scratch,
models of the Baldwin engine he
used to guide, and of the
"McGiffert," a self-powered log
loading device.
The headquarters of the
operation were located at Pori,
which provided Porterfield &
Ellis with access to Ontonagon
and to Channing, to the north and
to the south, via the Milwaukee
Road.
DeHut said that when logging
was going "full blast" at the Pori
site, there were about 200 men
employed in the woods.
"Millions and millions of feet
of timber went out of there," he
said.
In all the time that DeHut
operated the trains on the line, no
serious accidents ever took place,
he said. A rod broke loose once,
tearing off an air pump and
damaging part of the cab, he said,
but no one was injured.
But eventually the company's
operation at Lake Mine ended,
too. By 1938, the 3-mile-long
Lake Mine Line was dismantled.
Today, DeHut said, "There's
little left besides old photographs,
newspaper and magazine articles
-- and his memories.
DeHut said that during the
depression the Civilian
Conservation Corps went into the
old logging grounds and planted
pine trees, thus continuing the
obliteration of the unique rail
operation at Pori.
If one looks closely, DeHut
said, "You can see where the barn
was, and where the roundhouse
was."
DeHut still makes occasional
visits to the sites of his former
employment.
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Engineer Gerald DeHut with a model of his No. 4 Baldwin steam
engine and the McGiffert, a self-powered log loader.
"Every once in a while," he
said, "It's been a year or so since I
was at the big loop."
"I find something every time I
go there," DeHut said, "Such as
old brake shoes."
Even the old Baldwins, built in
1880, no longer exist.

"Ours, they cut 'em up,"
DeHut said. "It made me sick,
but what can you do?" he asked.
"There is nothing left," he
said.
Except memories.

Porterfield & Ellis Baldwin No. 4 Engine circa 1920
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422 River St
Ontonagon, MI 49953

ONTONAGON COUNTY
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
GIFT SHOP
Good variety of items,
Ontonagon’s widest selection of greeting
cards for all occasions,
sweatshirts, Abdallah Chocolate
Books - including those written by past and
present local authors,
and much more.
Special orders welcome.
422 River Street
(906) 884-6165
ochs@jamadots.com
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