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NOTE: If you want an article published
in the newsletter, send it to Dean
Juntunen, 11425 Aspen Lane, Mass City,
MI 49948, or e-mail it to
deanjunt@jamadots.com.

MUSEUM NEWS
Greetings everyone. We are
partially in winter hibernation
mode at the museum. We keep
open hours Thursday-Saturday,
11:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
As always, we deeply
appreciate our crew of volunteers,
who kept us a vibrant
organization for another year.
The following columns are a
complete list of our volunteers in
the past year to our knowledge,
including Lighthouse Tour
Guides and Board Members:
Anderson, Barbara
Anderson, Doug
Anderson, Margot
Anderson, Marilyn
Basile, Sue
Berman, Sally
Bishop, David
Buscombe, Martin
Chabot, Bill
Chabot, Roberta
Chastan, Don
DiCosimo, Alana
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Doyle, John
Eckloff, Jean
Girl Scouts
Giuliano, Teri
Gonzales, Kristie
Haarala, Sharon
Hawley, Tom
Huotari, Lisa
Jacquart, Emily
James, Victoria
Jaris, Alexandra
Jaris, David
Johanson, Roberta
Johanson, Bruce
Juntunen, Dean
Koski, Jerry
Koski, Linda
Lind, Jean

Lind, Bob
Maass, Carol
Maass, Steve
Olson, Josie
Olszewski, Katarzyna
Olszewski, Ryszard
Parker, Doreen
Pattison, Judy
Penegor, Coriane
Penegor, Diane
Penegor, Willah
Raisanen, Ken
Ray, Kaitlyn
Rieger, Jon
Solberg, Karen
Spetz, Mary Ann
Workman, Marie
Workman, Ralph

The Rockland Hills in this photo were once dotted with
copper mines, and devoid of trees. Today’s forested
serenity belies the past.
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Also, we thank all of the
Chamber of Commerce
Information Center people who
were set up in our museum this
past year. They helped us out,
too.
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our Auditing Committee. Current
language reads:

goes to everyone who donated
baked goods, or made other
donations throughout the year.
You are keeping us alive and well.

However, our annual meeting
is in August, which does not mesh
with our fiscal year, which is the
calendar year. Thus, the
proposed language change reads:

A BIG THANK YOU

PROPOSED
CONSTITUTIONAL
CHANGES
Your board is recommending
a couple of housekeeping-type
changes to our OCHS
Constitution. We will be voting
on the changes at our February
dinner membership meeting.
The first change is regarding
our definition of a quorum.
Current language reads:
“Any seven members of the
board shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of
business. If only six board
members are present, the
museum manager (see Article
VII) will substitute as a voting
member of the board.”

However, it is not technically
legal for our museum manager to
be a voting member of the board.
Only duly elected or appointed
board members can legally vote.
Thus, we propose to drop the
clause regarding the museum
manager and simply state that six
board members will be a quorum:
“Any six members of the
board shall constitute a
quorum for the transaction of
business.”

The second change is
regarding the date of meeting for

“This committee shall audit
the accounts of the society
following each annual
meeting.”

“This committee shall audit
the accounts of the society
following each calendar
year.”

IN MEMORIAM
On a somber note, we
recognize the Ontonagon
County Historical Society
Members who have
passed on during the
previous year, honoring
them in our memories.
They are sorely missed.

Germaine LeMoine
John Longhini
Joe Moskwa
Helen Toivonen
Jack Townsend
Cathy Uotila

WHAT’S BEEN
HAPPENING
In board news, Martin
Buscombe had resigned last
autumn, and Sally Berman was
appointed to the vacant seat.
Sally had been a lighthouse tour
guide for us in the past, and is
also active in the Friends of the
Porkies.
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We have moved our website
hosting to Chris Overberg of
Interpace. Mr. Overberg had
redesigned our website last year
(www.ontonagonmuseum.org).
With our new hosting contract he
will also regularly update our
website based on our inputs.
Concerning visitorship, Dave
Bishop monitors our numbers,
and he reports that in the year
2018, we had a total of total of
23,339 visitors, which includes the
museum, lighthouse tours, and
dinners. We are one of the busier
Keweenaw National Historical
Park Heritage Sites.
In conjunction with
Ontonagon’s Hometown
Christmas, we had good turnout
for our traditional Christmas
Open House at the museum, and
as per usual, Bruce Johanson
played the role of Vainamoinen
the Seer from the Tales of the
Kalevala as he read leaden
fortunes. Don Chastan played
the role of Ilmarainen the
Blacksmith again this year.
Thanks go to everyone who
brought food for our wonderful
Christmas table of plenty.
Our OCHS mural project is
alive and well., thanks to another
grant, plus fundraising. As you
may be aware, the Village of
Ontonagon teamed up with the
Regional Inclusive Community
Coalition (RICC) to build a
pocket park on the empty lot
between our museum and the
Aspirus Fitness Center. In turn,
OCHS decided to place a mural
on our museum wall facing the
pocket park.
Carol Maass had written a
grant on behalf of OCHS and we
received monies from the
Michigan Council for the Arts
and Community Affairs
(MCACA). With these funds, we
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hired artist Susan Martinsen to
make a scale drawing of a
proposed mural. Ms. Martinsen is
the artist who created numerous
murals in Ashland, WI.
In order to generate funds to
complete both the pocket park
and our OCHS Mural, Carol
Maass again helped by setting up
a team project on a crowdfunding
website called patronicity,
sponsored by the state of
Michigan. As soon as we reached
our fundraising target, the
Michigan Economic
Development Corporation
(MEDC) kicked in with an even
match.
Our membership was
awesome and very generous in
meeting the target in less than a
week. Donations still continued
for a bit after the MEDC match
was triggered, and in the end,
$18,526 was in the kitty. The
Village/RICC Park and OCHS
Mural split the funds evenly, so
we received $9,263, which will
fully fund our mural.
Technically, this is Phase I of
the mural, which will measure 10
feet tall by 44 feet long. We will
still have some wall length
available for future mural
expansion if all goes well.

LIGHTHOUSE NEWS

Our Lighthouse is in
hibernation for the winter.
Come spring, prior to opening
for tours, Dave Bishop will make
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REQUEST
You can save us money and
resources if you opt to receive
your newsletter electronically
in pdf format. Your computer
is probably already equipped
with the Adobe Acrobat
Reader, but if not, you can go
to the Adobe website and
download it. So far, over 100
people have signed up for
e-newsletters. Graphics are
better in pdf, and you can
zoom to your preferred font
size. If you’re interested,
please send an e-mail request
to deanjunt@jamadots.com.

Annual Members, please
renew with the enclosed
Membership Form on back of
address sheet.
some floor repairs, after which
Deke Routheaux will come in.
Mr Routheaux has been hired to
sand and finish the floors. This
will “complete” our Lighthouse
restoration. Of course, as the
years go by and needs arise,
there will always be new repair
or restoration projects, but for
now, this will be the culmination
of a long-term goal.
We will desperately need
Lighthouse Tour Guides next
season. Please contact the
museum to sign up.
Meanwhile, if you are
interested in being a lighthouse
philanthropist, we still have the
following rooms or structures
available for sponsorship.
29 Spiral Steps
$300 ea
Master Bedroom
$5,000
1st-flr 1890’s kitchen $6,000
West Parlor
$6,000
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PRESIDENT’S CORNER
by Bruce Johanson
Dear Members and Friends of the
OCHS:
One would think that over the
winter activities slow down, but
under the cover of an Ontonagon
winter, many things are taking place
at the museum. The Christmas
decorations and lights must be
taken down and packed away; there
are the never-ending tasks of
dusting and vacuuming; and, this is
the time of year when other matters
and things are put in order.
The accessions room has been
piling up and this is currently our
main project. We receive a great
number of donated items. When
something is donated to us, a “deed
of gift” form is signed by the donor,
and then the item is placed in the
Accessions Room, awaiting
assignment of an accession
number. Visitors to the museum
occasionally ask about the little
number that they may see on each
item on display. This is the
accession number, which is our way
of keeping an inventory of what we
have and where it came from. The
donor’s name is filed along with any
information about the item being
donated for future reference. Nearly
every item in our collection has a
story or a history of its own.
Keeping track of everything and
then finding a suitable place to
display each item is only one part of
keeping the museum.
Our archives room upstairs
contains hard copies of local
newspapers dating back to the
1850’s. One of our projects has
been to encapsulate these old
newspapers in an acid-free plastic
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jacket so they can be handled.
Newsprint is self-destructing and we
try to preserve these records of
Ontonagon County history in a form
that can be handled and copied.
We also have most of these
newspapers on microfilm so
historical researchers can sit down
in our “back office” and, at their
leisure, locate the information they
seek.
The museum’s collection
includes maps, blueprints of
buildings in the Village and County,
hotel registers, livery stable and
other business ledgers, and a host
of other information. Our vertical
files have specialized topics and
even the cemetery records of a
good part of the County. We have
most of the year books of the
Ontonagon Schools; many of the
White Pine yearbooks, and access
to the Mass-Greenland School
yearbooks.
In our museum we have a great
deal of “old stuff,” which one
expects to find in a museum, but the
real treasure is the printed and
written records we have under
wraps. Among the oddities we have
is Bing Crosby’s autograph; a piece
of shrapnel that brought down a
B-17 over France; assorted surgical
instruments; several weapons with
an unusual history; and even an
original copy of George
Washington’s obituary which
appeared in a newspaper printed in
January of 1800 (Washington died
on December 14, 1799). There is a
host of special items that makes our
collection unique. Our museum has
a good blend of the unusual as well
as the traditional.
I have had a personal
involvement with the museum in its
three locations since 1966, and I still
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have never walked in the door and
failed to see something new (or old)
that I didn’t know about.
The museum is not asleep in the
winter. Quite the contrary. We
keep our retail gift shop available
while we prepare for another busy
season. Last year, over 23,000
visitors passed through our doors,
and in 2018 we had a total
attendance at our monthly dinner
meetings of 474. We should be
very proud of our museum and what
we offer the visiting public. We are
also one of the few museums or
historical societies in our region that
remains open and active year
round.
Drop in and browse. It is
mind-boggling what one may find at
the Ontonagon County Historical
Society Museum, even in the winter
months.
Bruce H. Johanson, President

UPCOMING DINNER
MEETINGS
ALL DINNERS AT 6:30 pm
February 21, Thursday -- Holy
Family Catholic Church
(Dave Bishop responsible)
Bob Wild, Porkies Interpreter,
will talk about the Porcupine
Mountains Wilderness State Park.
March 21, Thursday -- Holy
Family Catholic Church
(Jean Eckloff responsible)
Tentatively, Jim Michie will
give a presentation on the
Ontonagon County Fair.
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April 11, Thursday -- Methodist
Church in Rockland
(Tom Hawley responsible)
Note: 2nd Thursday, April 11.
Tom Hawley will give a
presentation titled, “Ontonagon
and the US Supreme Court.”
May 16, Thursday -- Holy
Family Catholic Church
(Josie Olson responsible)
Program to be announced.

PAST PROGRAMS
October:
(Diane Penegor responsible)
Candace Graff gave a
presentation on mapping
cemeteries, and
www.findagrave.com. Modern
technology makes it easy to find
the gravesite of almost anyone.
November:
(Jerry Koski responsible)
Bruce Johanson gave a
presentation on our OCHS
museum exhibits, archives, and
such, encouraging everyone who
hasn't recently toured the
museum to get in there and check
it out.
December:
(Bill Chabot responsible)
Bill Chabot gave a
presentation titled, "The Good
Old Days????" He took us on a
humorous tour of the past couple
of generations.
January:
(Don Chastan responsible)
Don Chastan gave a
presentation on Underwater Parks
in the Great Lakes. The parks are
shipwrecks upon which you can
dive, or in some cases snorkel.
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Editor’s Note:
The following is a research
paper written by Katarzyna
Olszewski who was an excellent
Summer History Intern for us this
past season.

THE ALBERT
SYSTEM CLARINET
By Katarzyna Olszewski

The history of the clarinet goes
back , to the late 1600’s. The
instrument has evolved to the
present clarinet of today, from an
instrument known as the
chalumeau which was a
woodwind instrument. A
chalumeau is about 7.8 inches in
length. It contains seven holes
and a thumb hole, and has only
one octave, not unlike the present
day recorder.

Recorder: Similar idea to a
chalumeau
A leading woodwind
instrument maker, Johann
Denner, invented the clarinet by
designing further details and
improvements into the
chalumeau. Johann Denner
added 2 keys to the chalumeau
which resulted in extending the
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range to an upper register. He
also might have given the new
clarinet a separate mouthpiece
with a reed.
Johann Denner died in the
year 1707, but clarinets
continued to evolve into the
Boehm system clarinet of today.
Today’s clarinet is a woodwind
instrument with fingertip-sized
holes and also with several levers
as part of the instrument. The
clarinet is used to play in
orchestras, bands, and even as a
solo instrument. The instrument
is played by having the holes
covered with the players fingers
(with each hole providing a
different pitch when covered)
while the player blows into the tip
of the clarinet mouthpiece which
contains a reed. The clarinet reed
is a 3-inch long thin piece of reed
bark fastened onto the tip area of
the clarinet mouthpiece. Sound is
produced by the reed vibrating
while the player blows into the
small gap between the reed and
mouthpiece. The tip of the reed
is slightly vibrated by the breath
of the player. Clarinets can be
made out of various materials
such as wood, metal, resonite
(plastic), or even hard rubber.
Interesting differences
between a clarinet and a
saxophone are that in a
saxophone, when blowing into
the instrument, the air goes down
and escapes out of the horn, while
in a clarinet, the air goes down
and returns up to the mouthpiece
area. In short, the clarinet is a
stopped pipe. In a saxophone,
the instrument moves an octave
(8 notes) whereas in a clarinet, a
register key brings the pitch up a
12th.
A specific clarinet that I have
interest in is the Albert system
clarinet, also known in the United
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Kingdom as the Simple system. It
was developed in the late 1830’s
by Eugene Albert who was a
Belgian woodwind instrument
maker. Eugene Albert was born
on April 26, 1816 and died on
May 11, 1890. He lived to be 74
years old. Albert started his work
of making clarinets in the year
1839 when he was 23 years of age.
Mr. Albert’s instruments were of
high quality of manufacture with a
high, strong tone. His sons,
Jean-Baptiste, Jacques, and E.J.
Albert continued to make
clarinets in their father’s form
until the end of World War I.
Jean-Baptiste and Jacques carried
on their father’s work, but E.J.
Albert created far more clarinet
models which have continued to
be in use until the present day.
The Albert system was
developed by making
improvements in the Mueller
system clarinet, an air tight pad
clarinet known as the most
leading clarinet with an amount of
13 keys made by Ivan Muller
(sometimes spelled Iwan Muller).
Ivan Muller was born in Revel
(present day Tallinn). He was a
clarinetist, composer, and
inventor. His clarinet became
popular and was the typical
clarinet of the 19th century. It
was later developed into the
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Oehler system clarinet.
The Albert and Oehler system
have a great contrast in reeds.
The Oehler has a hard reed of #’s
hardness (stiffness), while an
Albert system has a
softer reed of 2 and a half
stiffness.

Albert System Clarinet
The Oehler System clarinet
was developed by Oskar Oehler, a
German clarinetist. He was born
on February 2, 1858 in
Annaberg-Buchholz, Germany
and died on October 1, 1936. He
died at the age of 76. His system
clarinet has a narrow bore with a
narrow and longer mouthpiece
than any other system. The
Oehler clarinet can have up to 27
keys (the complete Oehler
system).
Oskar Oehler had three
students by the names Arthur
Uebel, Ludwik Warschewski, and
K.F. Todt, who also
manufactured his clarinets. This
system was mostly used in
Germany and Austria. His
clarinets were also used by
famous clarinetists, one by the
name Dieter Klocks. Before
Albert, a man named Adolph Sax
made the first improvement of
the Mueller system clarinet.
Adolphe Sax added 2 rings to the
13 keyed clarinet, which resulted
in a 2 ring/13 key instrument.
Later on Eugene Albert added
another 2 rings and came to the
conclusion of a 4 ring/13 key
clarinet which became the Albert
system clarinet.
Albert system clarinets were
very popular in England during
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Eugene Albert’s time. Eight of
his clarinets were even used by
Henry Lazarus, a clarinetist who
was famous at that time whose
living place was in England.
One example that we used
were the “A” and “B-Flat”
clarinets. The “A” and “B-Flat”
clarinets are known as the
“normal” clarinets. “A” clarinets
are about one inch higher in
structure than B-Flat clarinets,
which are smaller. B-Flat
clarinets are chiefly used both in
orchestras and in jazz. The
clarinet in “A” is used to play in
orchestral music.

“A” and “B-Flat” Clarinets
The Boehm system clarinet
was created between 1839 and
1843 by Hyacinthe Klose and
Auguste Buffet. The clarinet was
encouraged by Theobald Boehm
who was a German inventor,
musician, virtuoso flautist, and a
celebrated flute composer. His
encouragement consisted of
improving the flutes fingering
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system. Thus it was done and the
Boehm system clarinet was born.
The Albert system clarinet has
a larger bore than a Boehm
system especially in the lower
register, thus, a “bigger” and
richer sound is played. Albert
system clarinets come in a variety
of keys, including C and Eb. An
Albert system also blows more
freely than a Boehm. The roller
keys of the Albert system gives
the player the ability to slide from
Eb to C (because there is no left
hand “C” in the Albert system
clarinet while the Boehm has
both, left and right hand C's.
Many clarinetists highly
choose to play Albert system
clarinets rather than any other
system because of the following
reason: It has a stronger, deeper
tone. This system is still used
today by many clarinetists who
perform Belarusian, Russian,
Ukraine, Klezmer and Dixieland
style.
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422 River St
Ontonagon, MI 49953

ONTONAGON COUNTY
HISTORICAL MUSEUM
GIFT SHOP
Good variety of items,
Ontonagon’s widest selection of greeting
cards for all occasions,
sweatshirts, Abdallah Chocolate
Books - including those written by past and
present local authors,
and much more.
Special orders welcome.
422 River Street
(906) 884-6165
ochs@jamadots.com
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